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Lawyer, 
scientist, 
journalist: 
Student has 
done it all
For Susan Swanberg, writing is the thread 

that pulls together her background as a 
criminal lawyer, her Ph.D. in genetics, and 
her soon-to-be master’s degree in journalism.

Take the article she wrote recently about 
two men whose interest in bugs has shaped 
their decades-long relationship. 

“You can draw people into science through 
characters,” Swanberg said, referring not 
only to those men, but also the bugs, such 
as the moth – one of the insects the two men 
have observed and studied. 

When you first look at a moth, you see a 
boring, gray insect, she said. But upon clos-
er inspection, you notice a beautiful sheen, 
orange colors and intricate patterns on the 
wings that beg for further investigation.

Swanberg’s multiple and varied college 
degrees and seemingly boundless energy 
and curiosity complements her previous em-
ployment as a criminal lawyer for 18 years 
and a biologist and geneticist. Today she’s 
embarking on a career in science journal-
ism. 

Swanberg explained that while earning her 

advanced degrees in science, she fell in love 
with the research – the process of doing 
experiments, learning the facts, testing, and 
putting into words what was happening in 
the world.

Similarly, her life as a criminal attorney 
involved collecting and weighing evidence.

“I enjoyed putting the pieces of a story 
together,” Swanberg said.

As Swanberg, 62, begins to walk in the 
shoes of a science journalist, she continues 
to gather facts, piece together information, 
observe, do research, test and as always, 
write about her findings.

As a science journalist, “ You’re testing 
reality, collecting data, figuring out a model 
that explains what’s happening,” she said. 

“By doing this, hopefully you will further 
the science.”

Swanberg, who’s been married for 14 
years and has two children, received the 
Outstanding Graduate Student Award from 
the School of Journalism in May.

She’ll receive her M.A. in journalism in 
December after competing a professional 
project that focuses on scorpion antivenin. 
After that, she hopes to weave together her 
knowledge and experience in science, law 
and research to tell the stories of people, 
places and things.

Swanberg said that the downside to pursu-
ing all your interests is that, “you always 
feel like you’re starting over.” The upside is 
that you gain a new perspective on life.

Seven student clubs in the School of Jour-
nalism are giving young journalists an 

opportunity to network, have fun and learn 
valuable leadership skills.

The school has chapters of the National 
Association of Hispanic Journalists, the 
Society of Professional Journalists, the Na-
tive American Journalists Association, the 
National Association of Black Journalists, 
the National Press Photographers Associa-
tion, and the Asian-American Journalists 
Association. Aspiring sports journalists also 
formed a Sports Journalism Club.

The SPJ chapter brought in Pulitzer Prize 
winner Ryan Gabrielson for two days. The 
NPPA chapter held several photography 
workshops for students. And the Sports 

Journalism Club has an ac-
tive Facebook group and got 
involved when former NBA star 
Bill Walton came to campus.

Professor Susan Knight, who 
coordinates activities for the 
student clubs, said it behooves 
students to make the time to 
join a club.

 “The clubs give students the 
opportunity to develop skills 
beyond the classroom, in lead-
ership, professionalism, plan-
ning, critical thinking, network-
ing and professional development,” she 
said. “With seven clubs and counting, our 
students have plenty of ways to plug in and 

to focus more on their interests, whether 
they be in photo, sports, ethnic identity, 
global journalism and other areas.”
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Susan Swanberg will add an M.A. in journalism to her collection of degres this De-
cember. She also holds a Ph.D. in genetics and a law degree.

Clubs enhance student learning
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Journalism students (from left) Mary Rinker, Casey 
Knox and Aracelia Perez prepare to attend an SPJ 
Regional Conference in Las Vegas. Professor Susan 
Knight is the group’s adviser.


	Cursor 1-3_Proof 090613
	Cursor 4-7_Proof 090613
	Cursor 8-10_Proof 090613
	Cursor 11-13_Proof 090613
	Cursor 14-19_Proof 090613
	Cursor 20-28_Proof 090613



